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1 o u r  next meeting - 
Sunday, March 5 ,  2000, 3:00 p.m. 

at David Nelms' 
Mid Atlantic Organ Company Shop 

1420-G South Mint Street, Charlotte 

Our long-time member, David Nelms, has 
graciously invited us to gather at his shop on 
South Mint Street, just behind Little Hardware. 
Most of us will remember that David is the curator 
of the organ at Calvary Church, and played a sub- 
stantial role in its installation in 1990. 

In addition to light refreshments, there 
will be available: a three-manual Rodgers theatre 
organ - warmed up and ready to play; and a 1926 
Kilgen theatre console, being restored for the 
Grand Theatre in Wassau, Wisconsin, its original 
home. The Kilgen will be silent, like the films it 
used to accompany, because its pipes are 1,500 
miles away. 

The shop holds many other delights for 
eye and ear. It promises to be a great afternoon. 

Directions 

Mint Street parallels South Tryon Street, 
three blocks west. No. 1420 is about six blocks 
south of Morehead Street. You can get to it a 
number of ways. From downtown, turn south 
onto Mint from Trade or Fourth Street. It's a wide 
four-lane street that meanders past Carolinas 
Studium, goes under Belk Freeway, crosses More- 
head Street. The famous Little llardware store is 
on the right at Bland Street, the first stop light be- 
yond Morehead. Turn right onto Winona Street, 
just beyond the hardware store. No. 1420-G is a 
small door on the side of the building on the left. 

If  you are coming in from the east on 
Providence/Morehead, turn left on Mint Street 
(after crossing Tryon and Church). 

From 1-77 or Independence Boulevard, 
get on the Belk Freeway and take the South 
Boulevard exit. (Amazingly, South Boulevard 
goes only south.) At the first stop light, turn right 
onto Bland Street. Cross the railroad and Tryon 
Street, and Mint is three blocks on. Left on Mint, 
go one block and turn right onto Winona Street, 
and the shop is on the left, just across from the 
back of Little's. 

Our great appreciation to David Nelms 
for his invitation. And thanks again to David 
Bieri for his great hospitality at our last meeting, 
January 30. We gathered at his home on the 
west side of Lake Norman on a beautiful Sunday 
afternoon. Although his wife was indisposed, 
David made us welcome and comfortable. 

Don Macdonald made good use of the 
Allen, with a concert including several styles of 
theatre arrangements. And John Apple played 
Bach, using the organ's more classical voices. 
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This past week Clark Wilson and Brant 
Duddy worked to complete the tonal restoration of 
the 1933 Grand liilgen organ, Opus 5180. The gen- 
eral goal of this work, following many years of effort 
on the part of many devoted individuals, was to re- 
store the proper pipe speech and tonalities that were 
originally set by Henry Vincent Willis at the installa- 
tion of the instrument. 

Report from the National Shrinc 
of the Ilittle Flower 

[The following is excerped from an  lnlernn posling by MTOS 
member Scott Foppiano, organist at t h e  National Shrine. Detroit.1 

The contract for the organ was signed by Fr. 
Charles Coughlin on October 1, 1933. It was de- 
signed by Charles Courboin and Pietro Yon, voiced 
by Willis and dedicated by Courboin. It was main- 
tained until the late 50's by liilgen's representatives 
in Detroit. Then it played until it could play no 
more. Without the heroic efforts of lifelong Shrine 
members Ethel and Bill Dixon the organ would not 
play today. Their vision, drive and dedication 
brought the organ back to life, literally. In addition, 
the support of former pastors, and the continuing 
support of current pastor Monsignor William Easton 
made the project a living reality. They gave the 
Shrine back it's Kilgen organ, "the soul of the church" 
as Fr. Coughlin referred to it.  

from Brant: "the organ is now once again worthy of 
the building it is in,., 

As usual, there is an open, standing invitation 
for anyone to stop by, see the magnificent art deco 
worship space, and try our Grand Kilgen pipe organ. 

OHS member and officer Allen Hunter came 
by and visited with Brant and Clark. Ile left saying 
that he was glad to finally see and hear what he 
knew the organ was capable of, and that we brought 
in just the right individuals for this critical and deli- 
cate final stage of the project. 1)onald Pole, of Pole 
and Kingham, Chatham, Ontario, did the console 
and solid state work. Don also encouraged Bill 
Dixon, at the outset of the project, to keep the origi- 
nal configuration and contents of the organ totally 
intact. Thank heavens for that! Roger Mumbrue was 
brought on board in August 1998 to assist in the me- 
chanical issues that such a huge and neglected in- 
strument required. 

The organ now sings out tr~umphantly as it 
was intended to. On the way to the airport Brant 
Duddy stated the he ncver dreamed they would 
cover so much ground in the time they were here, or 
that it would turn out as good as it did. Clark Wilson 
said that this is without a doubt a world class instru- 
ment - rare and valuable. I must say that 100 ranks 
of mush from past decades now have a clarity, defi- 
nition and blend that I ncver drcamed possible. It is 
smooth, it is dignified, it is gcntlc, it is triumphant, it 
is a dream come true for an organist. One last quote 

Noted - 
The great Kilgen organ in St. Patrick's Cathe- 

dral, New York, has a Tibia Minor in the Echo division, 
which is appropriately located in the south triforium. 

Elvira Green was born in the Warren County 
community of Macon, and moved to Greensboro in the 
late 1950s. After high school she went to New York, 
and pursued a career as a singer. For nearly 30 years 
she sang in many places around the world, including 
performances at the Metropolitan Opera ranging from 
chorus to principal. Now she has retired to Greens- 
boro. After a concert there in January she was quoted 
as saying, "I call the Carolina Theatre Greensboro's 
Camegie Hall." 

On February 12, Tom Hazleton played at the 
Newbeny Opera House. Newberry is just off 1-26 be- 
tween Columbia and Spartanburg. The Opera House 
is an 1890s building, beautifully restored. 
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