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Scott is a charter member of Metrolina. He formerly was an 
org.mist at the Fox Theatre, Detroit, and the Michigan Theatre, Ann 
Arbor. On June 17 at 2:00 p.m., he will play a program during the 
second Wanan~aker Organ Day. Earlier this year his first CD, Scott ploys the 
Detroit Senate, was released. He will also be performing at the 1995 ATOS 
convention in Detroit. 

Plan to attend this program, which will show the "theatrical" 
personality of the 205-rank Moller. Take the opportunity to welcome 
home one of our own members who is helping to bring the organ to 
the youth of today. He has been on the board of Young Theatre Organ 
Enthusiasts. 



By Charles Haymaker 

Update on Duke lEolian 

The refurbishing project is 
not yet completed, in spite of 
what we wrote in the last news- 
letter. In fact, a fine Tuba 
Mirabilis. on 25 inches of wind 
pressure is now speaking and 
was heard to good advantage 011 

Eater morning in a solo against 
proper accompaniment. Appar- 
ently there are a few more items 
to finish before the project is 
done. But you wouldn't know it 
from the tremendous impact the 
organ - plus ten brass players 
and several percussionists - 

- 

made during the Easter service. 
Several climaxes in the music 
were nothing short of shattering 
and thundering. When the choir 
was added to all this, the total 
effect was thrilling beyond 
comparison. 

You will have to wait until 
next Easter to experience more 
music of the season, so make 
your plans now for the 9:00 a.m. 
service. The 1 1 :00 a.m. service 
is packed to the walls with stand- 
ees by 10:30. 

There is a chance you can 
hear the /Eolian this summer in a 
solo recital. Our understanding 
is that Dr. Arcus will schedule 
concerts once the work is comp- 
lete. In the meantime, you can 
hear it played any Sunday 
morning. 

If you think I might be 
exaggerating when I declare that 
language is inadequate to des- 
cribe the sound of the /Eolian in 
its setting, perhaps you would 
like to hear the testimony of 
D,m Miller, Calvary's organist. 
He told me of a recent instance 
of hearing Thomas Murray of 
Yale play upon it for one and a 
half hours. He was especially 
taken with the sound of pianissi- 
mos following decrescendos. 
The resulting whispers were 
achieved by the closed shutters in 
the recessed chambers. Dan was 
unable to express in words what 
he heard and felt. But you could 
read it in his face as he remem- 
bered his experience. 



On Friday. June 9, at 1 O : O O  p.m., Ton1 Hazleton will accompany a 
showing of The Ten Commandments, as a part of the Spoleto Festival in 
Charleston. The program will be at First Scots Presbyterian Church, and 
there will be an admission charge. 

First Scots is home to the largest organ in Charleston, built by the 
local fum of Ontko and Young. This is a well regarded organ builder, 
and i t  is one of the sponsors of Pipe Dreams on the South Carolina public 
radio network. Tom will certainly be able to bring out its theatrical 
capabilities. 

Carolina Theater: 
Save my memories 

In response to "Old Carolina 
Theater gets new attention" (May 
9): 

As a member of the Theater 
Historical Society, I can tell you 
that hundreds of theaters across 
the country have been saved or are 
being saved. 1 hope the Carolina 
becomes one of them. 

When my family moved to Char- 
lotte in 1934, there were seven 
theaters downtown: Carolina, 
State, Charlotte, Criterion, Tryon. 
Imperial and Broadway. 

I remember seeing Fred Waring, 
Paul Whitemarl and Phil Spitalny 
and his All Girl Orchestra on stage. 
I also saw Bob Hope sell war bonds 
from the stage of the Carolina. 

The night I gave my wife her 
engagement ring in 1951 we had 
been to the Carolina. 

ED NICKEL 
Wingate 

From Tom Mix 
to (pow!) vaudeville 

Good story on the Carolina The- 
ater. And you remembered the 
Imperial. But Charlotte used to 
have a lot of uptown movies. 

The State had cowboys such as 
the intrepid Tom Mix and the flinty 
Tim McCoy. They were brave and 
owned intelligent horses. 

The Broadway had touring 
vaudeville shows every week. 
That's how a lot of us "improved" 
our vocabulary and tried to tap 
dance. When it snowed, naughty 
urchins would take grocery bags 
full of snow into the Broadway and 
smack the entertainers with snow- 
balls. It was a wicked thing to do. 
but darling and amusing in its way. 
Charlotte used to be darling and 
amusing and had a lot of movies. 

CRAWFORD FERGUSON 
Charlotte 



5/7 T5 Old Carolina Theater gets new ahention 
Groups work together 
to try to save building 
By DAVID PERLMWT 
Stan Writer 

I t  used to be one of America's grand 
movie palaces, in its day the Carolinas' 
grandest, standing distinguished yet opu- 
lent at North Tryon and 6th streets. 

On its screen played the Carolinas 
premiere of "Gone With the Wind" and 
thousands of other movies. On its stage 
performed Hope, Lombardo, Armstrong. 

And Elvis. 
Many longtime Charlotteans thought it 

was long-gone. 
But the Carolina Theater still stands, a 

glimpse of its former opulence, its in- 
nards gutted, the ornamentation 
stripped, its seats and lobby gone, the 
soundboard murals - once bright and 
mood-altering - fading and rain- 
stained. 

That could change. After thousands 
went through what's left of the 68-year- 
old building next to CityFair during 
SpriwFest two weekends ago, a senti- - - - 

Still impressive: Though now gutted and dingy, the Carolina Theater once 
Please seetheaterlpage 7A had clouds and stars projecteci on the ceiling and gold-leafed detailing 



Grand old movie palace 
gutted, but still standing 
Continued from page 1A 

men1 has surlaced to adve i t  lrom 
the late of most o l  uptown's older 
buildings - the bulldozer. 

"lt's ~neplaceable architectt~re," 
said Charlotte native Mark Hull- 
stetler, who worked on his ow11 
time lo  bring the tl~rater up lo 
building code so the city would 
allow people inside. "11 is the one 
building in Charlotte that has the 
greatest shared history. Most any- 
body who lived here lrom the 
1920s lo  the '70s had a retallon- 
ship with it. There are beautilul 
homes in Charlotte 2nd beautiful 
buildings. But this OII~: is dillerenl. 

"We intend lo do anythtng we 
can to save and restore 11." 

Until about a ear ago. tlullstet- 
ler. the Mint dueurn's assistant 
special events coordi~~alor, had 
worked alone lor lour years to try 
lo  save the theater. Lately, other 
groups have joined him, including 
a theater or an group and one 
called Save tke Carolina Theater, 
headed by Michael Vance of 
Vance Theatrical Organization. 

Hullsteller and Vat~ce wanl lo  
bring more l ~ l e  lo  uptown. 

At SpringFesl, they opened the 
theater to visitors to spread the 
word that the building is still 
standing and to gather support. 
More than 7.000 people signed 
petitions to save the building. 

The two independently are try- 
Ing lo  lind someone with the 
financial backing to rescue the 
building and restore it.  

It was designed in Spanish Colo- 
nial Revival style by C.C. Hook. the 
Charlotte architect who designed 
many of the region's most d14i11c- 
live build~n s, and New York City 
theater arc\itcct Robert llall. 11 
was an atmosphe& lheater with 
floating clouds and twinkling stars 
projected on the ceiling. The walls 
were supported by large columns. 
There were colonnades of gracelul 
arches and balconies that made 
the Carolina seem like an outdoor 
theater. Much ol the detail - now 
gotle - was gold-lealed. 

In  its heyday. the theater 
showed blockbuster movies, and 
staged vaudeville shows and con- 
certs. It was one of the lirst 
buildings in Charlotte with "manu- 
lactured weather" - air- 
conditioning. 

By the time the Carolma closed 
in 1978, uptown lile was declining 
as shoppers lled lor the malls and 
suburban theaters. 

But once cily-living in Charlotte 
was more confined. A great Salur- 
day was lo go uptown early to 
shop, then eat at one ol the many 
reslauranls - perhaps an orange 
drink and hot dog dt Tanners 

across Tryon lrom the lheater - 
and alterward take in a movie dt 
the Carolina, or the imperial 011 

Tryon or The Center OII Morehrad. 
The ellons by tiuflstt.tler a ~ ~ d  

Varice are bolstered by what u1hL.r 
Carolinas cities have done. 

Once there were a number o l  
Caroli~~a theaters, owned or 1eaw.d 
by the Hollywood-based Para- 
mount Studios, and incorporated 
as Paran~ount Publix Theaters. 
Charlotte's theater, built in  1927 by 
John Cutter of Charlotte the year 
sound came to movies, was the 
chain's flagship. 

Now i t  is the onlv one o l  the 
Carolina theaters t h2  han' t  been 
refutbished, or tom down. 

Several have been restored 
Winston-Salem. Greensboro, 

Chapel Hill and Durharl~ all re- 
slored their Carolina tl~ealers. The 
flrsl two cities turned their theaters 
into performing arts centers. The 
Chapel Hill Carolina shows mov- 
ies. Arid the one in Durham shows 
movies and hosts concerts and 
convenlions. 

Vance estimates the restoration 
at 112 million, about what 
Winston-Salem and Greensboro 
paid. 

"What people discovered across 
tho courllty in  cities where there 
were wonderlul old thealrrs that 
could be saved, the restorations 
have literally brought new lil into 
downtown:' said Pepper Auke, 
who helped spearhead the Dor- 
ham project. "We see i t  happening 
in Durham. 

"We had a huge number ol 
volu~~leers lor our project. An old 
theater can get people lo do Ihings 
that no other building could." 

Because of its localion. the 
Charlotte theater has tvio major 
problems that have kept it under 
constar~t threat of demolition. 

Its seatin capaciw (I ,450 seats) 
is between%pint Square (750) and 
the North Carolina Bl~rmenlhal 
Performing A m  Center (2.100). 
and some ollicials don't want 
competition, Vance and iiullstet. 
ler say it could be used lor activi- 
lies that wouldn't compete, such 
as bringing movies back uptown. 

"I1 I wanl to reserve Ovens 
Auditorium now, i t  has to be a year 
and a half in advance." said Var~ce. 

The theater also sits on valuable 
uplow11 turf, its greatest threat. It is 
owned by the city, but CityFair's 
owner, The Keith Coq~.. has an 
option lo buy the property. 

Chairman Craeme Keith, who 
saw movies at the Carolina ~LI a 
Davidson College student in the 
1950% said there are no plans for 
the lheater -either lor t n i ~ ~ g  it or 
tearing it down. 

"We've had some preliminary 
co~~versalions with some ~)os\ihle 
luture tenants." Keith said. "We 
have not considered tearilly it 
down and we have explored the 
best possible use o l  tying i t  into 
CityFair as we look at the long. 

I In its heyday, the Carolina Theater showed blockbuster mov- 
ies and staged vaudeville shows and concerts. I 

I 8 Opened: March 7. 1927. and c o ~ ~ e r  luos furnished I . - 
I 8 ~ i i s t  movie: "A KISS in a the lobbies. 

Taxi" starrina Bebe Daniels. Bianast blockbualer: I 1 a ~oce t lo<  224-232 N. From k c h  31.1965, to 
Trvoll St. Oct. 4.1966. "The Sound of I 

Architects: Arcnllects MUSIC" played to 398.201 
Roben Hall of New York C~ t y  people, making the Carol~na I - I 

I and C.C. H w k  of Charlone.. the countrv's Cnlv theater to I 1 Details: Wrou~ht-Iron show the hov le  tb more peo- 
chandeliers, terra cona r w l  ple then llved In ihe commu- I 
Ules, draperies from France, nity. 
floor tiles from Italy. Spanlsh h s l  movk. "The Flst" 
and llallan furniture, pottery, starrlng Bruce Lee. 
terra cotta jars and brass Clored: Nov. 27,1878. 

term lulure of that block." From Cenlral l i ~ g h  School on 
El~cabelh Avenue, he'd walk to the 

Fond memories theater and change into h ~ s  uni- 
~ ~ f i ~ g  springiest, vance and form: a black waist coat, white 

Hulfstetler asked visitors to write 5h"t and black bow tie. 
comments. They got IJayes. 011c 
included this conlmelrt lrom a 
teenager: "This place is soooo 
smooth! Please. please, please 
keep it open. I'm only 14 a ~ ~ d  I'd 
like to bring my children here." 

Many visitors wrote that they 
saw their first movies at t l ~e  Caro- 
lina, had their lirst date there or 
met their spouses there. Some w t  
and gazed at the.gutlml structure, 
and remembered. Solne sn~iled 
and told stories. Some cricd. 

One man who walked l l~rouy l~ 
was llarold Quin~r. I le was JII 

usher in 1950. 

Pan of the time, he worked the 
balcony, where he could keep a 
watch on the lovebirds necking in 
llie back-row cornm. There are 
bl i l l  signs o l  those corners, with 
scribblir~ s on walls proclaiming 
u~~dyirtg five. 

"There's a lot o l  history in that 
old building." Quinn said. "l'd like 
lo see it saved. I think they ought to 
wve all the old buildings. But I'd 
rudlly hate lo  see this one torn 
down for a parking lot. 

"lt's loo special to an awful lot 
01 peop\~." 


