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St. Hermes and Me  
By Mike Kamps  

Back in the late nineteen sixties, I had the privilege 
of meeting Fred Hermes during installation of my 
2/3 Kilgen in my mother and dad’s home in Wau-
kesha, WI.  As many of you know, during the late 
1950s, Fred bought and installed the  4/28 Wurlit-
zer from the Michigan Theatre in Detroit.  Several 
articles about that have appeared over the years in 
older issue of the ATOS magazine.  Fred was one 
of the very early theater organ enthusiasts and 
member of the then chartered group started up by 
Richard Simonton in California in the nineteen fif-
ties.  Since then Fred has added to this musical 
beast which he built a basement around before he 
actually finished the house.  He now lives in 
Racine, Wisconsin. 
 
The mini theater’s name is 
The Bijou and is filled with a 
life long collection of movie 
palace memorabilia.  Sev-
eral years ago I renewed 
my acquaintance with Fred 
by phone.  He remembered 
visiting my home back in 
1967 and playing the 
Kilgen.  But that is another 
story. 
 
Recently on a trip back to Wisconsin last August 
on the occasion of my mother’s funeral, I con-
tacted Fred and he cordially invited me to come 
visit on a warm Saturday afternoon.  Indeed I was 
thrilled and accepted the invite.  I was now going 
to get to play the largest five manual organ Wurlit-
zer had installed in any movie theater.  Refer to 
pages 166-167 in Dave Junchen’s third volume of 
the  Encyclopedia of Theatre Organs, the all 
Wurlitzer volume.  This organ is even bigger than 
the one George Wright recorded on for HI-Fi in the 
fifties and sixties.  I arrived to find Fred waiting for 
me with a hand shake and a hardy welcome.  Fred 
is truly a theatre organ buff.  He lives and breathes 
this stuff as did I when I was growing up after hear-
ing ‘Liebert Takes Richmond” on a 33 rpm album.   

Fred immediately ushered me into his home and 
took me down to the projection room overlooking 
his mini-theater.  I was astounded to see all of the 
old movie equipment which included a Brenograph 
projector used for special effects on the movie 
screen.  He had purchased it from a movie theater 
in Minneapolis.  He explained to me the impor-
tance of maintaining all of the equipment.  His 
knowledge was impeccable as he lectured me on 
the history of these items and demonstrated their 
use.  
 
We then proceeded to the balcony which was 
amazingly realistic compared to the theaters I had 

been in during my younger 
years.  I had always looked 
to see if the movie houses 
had an organ or there was 
an indication of one having 
been there.  Many theatres 
in Milwaukee had these 
instruments. 
 
The balcony was full of 
theatre statuary, old plas-
ter remnants of the by-
gone movie era.  As I 
looked out over the mini-

theatre, the Wurlitzer appeared from the pit in front 
of the movie seats just as I had imagined it would. 
 
We then went into the main theatre and Fred gave 
me a little history of the organ, cost, removal and 
installation.  What a great story.  I asked him for a 
demonstration and he kindly responded with a 
dash to the organ console and turned the beast 
on.  It’s musical presence was immediately felt 
with bright brassy sounds of the reeds and thun-
derous sounds of the pedal pipes which felt like a 
finely tuned earthquake.  After a short perform-
ance, I asked Fred if he could give me a tour of the 
organ chambers.           
 
           (continued on page 2)  
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(Hermes  from page 1) 

There are four organ chambers behind the main 
screen which all have swell shutters except for 
some exposed pipes or percussions.  Some of the 
traps are also unenclosed as well as several Oc-
taves of electronic door bells which he added later. 

The organ has nine sixteen foot stops which in-
cludes a metal and wood diaphone and a wooden 
bombarde.  I asked Fred if I could take it for a whirl!!   
It was my fifteen minutes of fame in the spotlight but 
without an audience.  I had it all to myself for as 
long as I wanted.  It slips my mind what I played but 
remember playing some hymn tunes and tried out 
the “Star Spangled Banner.”  I never really experi-
mented with all the possibilities.  This Wurlitzer has 
a wonderful set of strings, a Plethora of Flutes, Dia-
pasons and colorful reed stops including the usual 
Brass Trumpet, Brass Saxophone, Kinura and two 
ranks of Vox Humanas, one on each side of the 
stage which every large installation should have.  

Other ranks have been added since the original 
installation which have expanded the sounds origi-
nally meant for the Michigan Theatre when first in-
stalled.  This is truly a historical musical instrument 
which would cost hundreds of thousands in today’s  
money.  I was so impressed with the experience 
because Fred could sit for hours and talk “theatre 
organ”.  He has had many well known artists per-
form on the instrument.  I wish I had kept in contact 
with him during my college years. Over the years, 
thousands of people have toured and heard this 
instrument.  The organ has been featured during 
various conventions, both regional and national.  He 
stated that any of our group was welcome to come 
and visit if in the area. 

Fred Hermes at the 5 Manual Wurlitzer 

Center Stage at the Bijou 

As I said a sincere and  hearty thank you and a big good-
bye to my kind host, I thanked the good Lord for giving us 
Fred and looked forward to visiting again.    

Incidentally, tradition states the existence of St. Hermes.  
Maybe Fred is God’s reincarnation of this sainted prominent 
citizen of Rome, who was martyred for his faith by the Em-
peror Diocletian.  Hopefully Fred will keep his head and  
have a long life to promote the American Theatre Organ. 

Balcony  at the Bijou 



 

The club’s first meeting of 2010 took place on Feb 28 at 
the home of Bob Raymond in Salisbury.  If you haven’t 
heard there was a BIGGG  traffic jam on I-85  Sunday 
morning.  I couldn’t determine why SOOOO many cars 
were on the freeway.  Thank goodness I was taking my 
Sunday morning flying lesson.  
 
Once I arrived at Bob’s house, some members of the 
club were already there, and more arrived after dealing 
with the traffic jam. 
 
When the refreshments arrived (finally) I was first in line 
to get me a Root Beer and chips and settled in for an 
afternoon of fun and music.  Being a Theatre Organ 
Buff myself,  I enjoyed the music as the members of the 
club played up a storm. I enjoyed the different styles, 
different songs, and having conversation with all the 
members (players and listeners).   
 
The club’s Annual business meeting was conducted  
with approximately 15 members present.  The minutes 
of the last business meeting were read, followed by  the 
treasurer’s report.  Both reports were approved as read.  
The President then asked Bob, our host to give a his-
tory of the instrument and to play a few songs for us.  
The meeting started to break up around 4:30, and I pro-
ceeded on to my next destination.  Great afternoon!! 
Great music!!! Keep it up. I will be back. 
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February Meeting  
In Salisbury 

Nosey Rosey Reporter at Large 
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News from Up North 
By Buddy Boyd  

 

This year has been a little problem for us. With the ris-
ing cost of energy,  the  Burlington School System 
started cutting back on the use of the heating plant last 
summer. We were able to survive the summer with fans 
to keep us comfortable in the chamber but this past 
winter without heat on the weekends has slowed our 
progress. Any work we could do at home was a help. 
So we removed the toe boards and racking from some 
of the chests.  We started to make new rack boards and 
adjust toe hole sizes for the ranks we were fitting to the 
rebuilt chest.  
 
In Maryland we have also had a fun winter. One of our 
members had us over to his house for a Christmas 
party (between the snow storms).  In Baltimore after 
many years of plans and negotiations, the Spring Grove 
Hospital Center has started construction on the Solo 
Chamber and tonal deck for the  3/18 Theatre Pipe Or-
gan which we are installing there. 

Bob playing for the members  Members listening to the music  

Don’t let this be your last issue!!!  Check your enve-
lope, if there is a Red Star following your name, your 
2010 dues are unpaid according to our records. 



 

Concert Fund Circle 2010  
 
PATRON ( up to $25)  
Bob Raymond 
 
 
VIP ($25 to $49) 
Rex Ward 
 
 
BRONZE ($50 to $99) 
Brent Wood  
 
 
SILVER ($100 to $149) 
 
 
GOLD ($150 plus) 
 
 
During the celebration of our 20th Anniversary,  several 
members suggested we have one or two paid artists to per-
form concerts for MTOS each year.  We have started the 
2010 fund for this year to bring in a well know artist to per-
form for MTOS membership.   

The programming Committee is proud to announce 
our upcoming Spring Fling Concert .  This year’s 
concert will be held on Saturday April 18 at 2pm at 
Gil Parsons’ music room.  Our guest artist will be 
John McCall from Moultrie, GA (just down the road).      
 

John playing at the Cleveland Convention  

John was instrumental in securing a three manual, 
eleven rank Moller for the Rylander Theatre in 
Americus, Georgia. He has played for several pro-
ductions of the Sumter Players and has been fea-
tured with Mickey Rooney,  President Jimmy Carter 
and first lady Rosalyn.     
 
So,  make your plans to attend the Spring Fling Con-
cert to hear some great music, meet and chat with 
friends, and talk Theatre Organ, Theatre Organ, 
Theatre Organ.  Refreshments will be available at 
intermission.   As usual, please RSVP to Gil at  
gparsons4@carolina.rr.com or give him a call at 704-
786-5592,  so we can have enough seating for eve-
ryone.  
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“Spring Fling”  Concert 
April 18, 2010 

(Treasurer’s  Report cont’d) 
 
purchasing the club organ as is. The board has discussed 
and approved this transaction and will begin negotiations 
with the member this month. 
 
The Society’s funds are invested in a checking account, 
money market account and 2 CD’s. One CD matures in Au-
gust of this year and the other in October of 2011. The last 
CD is a “rising rate” CD. 
 
In terms of operating funds we are about $250 ahead of this 
time last year.  Each quarter we save money when we print 
the newsletter due to the less expensive paper and shorter 
newsletter. We continually get compliments on the quality of 
the newsletter from both members and outsiders. 
 
The concert fund has a $210 balance from 2009 and so far 
we have $100 worth of contributions for 2010. This fund al-
lows us to have outside artists perform for us once or twice a 
year. 
 
As of the date I am writing this we have 27 paid members 
and 11 we expect to renew.  We had two new members join 
at our last meeting in Salisbury. 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Paul Gelsleichter 

 
Both Justin Vandergrift and President Brent Wood 
have spent many hours working on the website and 
the newsletter. We do appreciate their cash as well 
as the in-kind contributions they have made to the 
club. 
 
One of our members has expressed an interest in  



 

President: Brent Wood 
brentwoodnc@hotmail.com 
Phone  704-596-9790 
 
Vice President: Don Macdonald 
donewan@aol.com 
704-552-2690 
 
Secretary: Gil Parsons 
gparsons4@carolina.rr.com 
704-786-5592 
 
Treasurer: Paul Gelsleichter 
prgmanco@bellsouth.net 
704-502-4545 
 
Board Member: Tom Brooks 
704-309-5258 
brookstw@carolina.rr.com 
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 from Lake George New York (God’s Country !), he and 
Mary now live in the coal mining region of West Virginia. In 
fact Mary confessed that she is a coal miner’s daughter! We 
enjoyed their company, Dick’s playing and Mary’s delicious 
Veggie Platter. They are living part time in the Charlotte 
area. We hope they will decide to settle here and join our 
chapter. 
 
Martin Boehling from Murrell’s Inlet, SC started the party 
with appropriate seasonal music on Brent’s fine Artisan in-
strument while members visited and sampled the munchies. 
Martin is an organist who applies in his playing his instinc-
tive ability to match his registrations to whichever music he 
is performing whether it is show tunes or a Bach prelude. 
 
In his Christmas recital he demonstrated his ability to a high 
degree starting with the up-tempo Winter Wonderland that 
incorporated intriguing key and tempo changes, followed by 
Tchaikovsky’s Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies with the 
appropriate tuned percussion accenting the melody. 
 
Dick Leibert’s arrangement of the well-known Christmas 
Song led into Jingle Bell Rock, which was in contrast to the 
sentimental ballad, I’ll be Home for Christmas. 
 
The Latin carol In Dulce Jubilo and Silver Bells were next 
on the program and were followed by perhaps the most fa-
mous Christmas song of all, Irving Berlin’s White Christmas 
including the seldom heard verse.  He followed this with 
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas the ironic title of 
which stems from the emotional tone of the setting in the 
movie Meet Me in St. Louis when it is sung by Judy Gar-
land.                                                  (continued on page 6)  
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The annual Christmas party is always the highlight of 
the year. For years we have had it at the Clayton’s, but 
this year we were invited to President Brent Wood’s 
home in North Charlotte. 
 
As is traditional the Society provided the main dish and 
members brought their favorite salad, side dish or cas-
serole, or dessert. We had plenty of food to go around 
in fact some went home with the members. The main 
dish was a Smoked Turkey from Stegall’s Turkey in 
Marshville NC. 
 
Brent’s Home was decorated festively for the event with 
decorations in every room and three Christmas Trees. 
Paul and Brent as well as some of the members began 
to set out the food as the first guests arrived. Brent had 
a theatre organ DVD playing in the Den to set the 
stage.  
 
We were concerned as there had been snow in the 
mountains and we thought we might miss folks like the 
Mallett’s and the Prod’s who live up that way. Surpris-
ingly we had a good turnout in spite of the weather. 
Frank Dunhuber even made the trek from Wake Forest. 
 
We were pleased when prospective member Dick Horn 
and his wife, Mary joined us.  Although Dick is originally  

Christmas Party 2009 
By Don MacDonald & Paul Gelsleichter 

 

Showing off those Christmas Socks !!! 
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Visit our new website at  
www.mtosnc.org  

Taking MTOS into the 21st Century !!   

Martin playing a Christmas Medley 

Members chatting in the Breakfast Room 

(Christmas  from page 5) 
Martin signed off with a decidedly non-Christmas song 
from the thirties, I Wanna Be Loved By You, originally 
featured by Helen Kane, later by Shirley Temple and 
ultimately by the sexy Betty Boop! 
 
While Martin played the kitchen elves were slicing the 
turkey and putting out the hot dishes for dinner. Every-
one seemed to enjoy the food, but there was much left 
over! Most left room for the desserts, though as the 
main course was followed by a sinful selection of pies, 
cakes, and brownies! 
 
After Martin’s opening most folks ate their main course 
followed by those desserts. Then the open console be-
gan and we heard from those there who are brave 
enough to play in public.  
 
All in all it was a great event. Some stayed into the 
early evening and played and visited. Hopefully we can 
do something like this again before next Christmas. We 
wish to thank Martin, Brent and all the members for 
their most skillful and enjoyable contributions to our 
Christmas Party. 

Members enjoying Christmas music 


