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Metrolina Celebrates its  
20th Anniversary with Ken Double 

By Don Macdonald 

The cars began arriving at Gil's residence outside 
Davidson around 6p.m. on Friday September 11th.  
As the direct route to his house was blocked due to 
road construction he had thoughtfully provided us with 
instructions as to how to follow a detour which would 
take us there.  Most of us arrived safely with the ex-
ception of one couple who were last seen heading 
rapidly towards Mooresville and have not been heard 
from since.  No doubt they enjoyed an excellent sea-
food dinner in the well known restaurant in that vicin-
ity.   
 
Meanwhile those members in attendance sat down to 
a mouth-watering dinner of sugar cured ham with po-
tatoes, a vegetable casserole , 
and broccoli slaw.  Some of us 
were fortunate enough to 
share a table with Ken Double, 
our guest organist who regaled 
us with tales of his theatre or-
gan experiences. When one of 
us ventured to ask him if he 
thought that the theatre organ 
was dying, he responded im-
mediately that it certainly was 
not about to disappear as it 
has already survived over 80 
years and shows every indica-
tion of continuing to provide its 
appealing music for a long time 
to come.   
 
After dinner we adjourned to Gil's music room con-
taining his prized Walker theatre organ. It was now 
Open Console time and those of us brave enough to 
demonstrate our technical prowess or lack of it under-
took to play a few numbers under the watchful eye of 
Ken who sat patiently during our performances.  
Three new members, Evelyn Boone, Bob Raymond, 
and Gary  Schwartz took their turn at the Walker.  

When we finally ceased inflicting various degrees 
of injury to some old standards Ken made his way 
to the console and proceeded to show us how it 
should be done.  His dexterity at the manuals was 
breathtaking and his innovative registrations were 
beautifully matched to the pieces he played.   One 
show tune in particular, "If He Walked Into My Life" 
from "Mame" was in the writer's opinion the very 
epitome of lush ballad styling.  All too soon his im-
promptu recital drew to a close and we reluctantly 
departed to prepare for his formal concert on Sat-
urday.  
 
To the dedicated theatre organ enthusiast there 

can be no greater privilege than to 
be seated within a few feet of the 
console as a talented guest organ-
ist performs.  Such was indeed the 
situation when members of MTOS 
assembled in Gil Parson's music 
room to see and hear Ken Double 
play the magnificent Walker organ. 
Ken did much more than simply 
present a delightfully listenable 
medley of songs and instrumental 
pieces.  Interspersed among his 
musical offerings were several hi-
larious jokes, all of which I will not 
try to quote but one about the 
Southern lady and the Yankee 
went over particularly well with his 

North Carolina listeners.  He  amply demonstrated 
how a skilled and experienced organist can utilize 
every one of the numerous accoutrements, rang-
ing from tremulants to second touch to percus-
sions, of the modern theatre organ in order to en-
hance his performance.  His musicianship was evi-
dent in his artful but never overdone employment 
of the tuned percussions and his contrasting 
changes from full to softer registrations to empha-
size his phrasing.                 (continued on page 2) 



 

(Anniversary  continued from page 1) 

At times a counter melody was prominent in some ar-
rangements.  His selections ranged from echoes of 
Crawford with the classic "Valencia" to more contempo-
rary Rock music, proving that modern music can indeed 
be played effectively on the theatre organ.  His program 
included ballads such as "Everything I Have Is Yours" 
and "Don't Blame Me" and a selection from the "New 
Moon" by Sigmund Romberg, whose melodies are con-
sidered by many to be singularly well-suited to the thea-
tre organ.  He also played the "Anniversary Song" in 
honor of our hosts, Gil and Gloria Parsons celebrated 58 
years, the Bieri’s celebrated 10 years and Lawrie and 
Rosemary Mallett celebrate 60 years.  CONGRATULA-
TIONS !!!! 
 

Ken also gave a few words of advice to those aspiring 
organists in the audience.  His main point was that the 
player must be able to visualize how he would like the 
number to sound, and be so familiar with the variety of 
stops and tone colors available on the instrument that he 
is able with minimal effort to achieve his desired effect.    
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Eveyln Boone with good friend Ken Double 

Members looking on as Ken helps out 

Ken shows us how it’s done at open console  



 

Through our chapter email system, I received a flyer 
from the Atlanta chapter advertising an open console 
at Stephenson High School in Stone Mountain, Ga. 
about 10 miles due east of Atlanta on Sunday Sept. 
20 ,2009 at 2:15 pm.  When will I ever learn??? 
 
We started out  from Hendersonville at about 9am in a 
little drizzle.  About the time we got a little east of 
Greenville it was not a drizzle but a torrent of water 
coming down, and this lasted all the way to Stone 
Mountain.   We had lunch on the way and got there at 
2pm to an empty parking lot.  At 2:15 precisely other 
cars rolled up to join us and we followed the people 
into the school theatre. 
 
The first stop was at the  organ pit where there were 
two consoles and a small workshop.  One console was 
a nicely preserved 2 Manual Wurlitzer attached to a 
computer, and a 4 manual Page in the process of be-
ing rebuilt with new manuals, tab mechanisms, tabs, 
and a lot of wires covered with flat white paint. Lots of 
work yet to be done!  If you remember, Page consoles 
were covered with gold paint and pizzazz. 
 
The Page’s  chests and pipe work are at the rear of the 
theatre, one in each rear corner.  The relay will be 
solid state, with the beginnings of it already working, 
using the 2 manual Wurlitzer console as the key desk.  
The workmanship on the back of the page console 
looked very professional and a project that I would like 
to play when it’s all done. 
 
At 3pm the program started with Larry Davis, secretary 
of the Atlanta chapter, followed by 2 or 3 others in the 
group, with a short Atlanta group meeting.  Then it was 
open to any visitors to try out the Wurli-Page combina-
tion. 
 
Its been about 3 years since I have played a real pipe 
organ, and with the pipes being a mile behind me, my 
first number went slower and slower until I gradually 
got used to the delay.  After that I was ok and went on 
to play a selection of my better numbers.  A lady sitting 
behind Rosemary asked her if I was a professional 
organist, so I hope that I did not let down the Metrolina 
group.  
 
After a short while we left Atlanta, still pouring rain. We 
got to Hendersonville at 10pm. A long day but worth 
the trip.  Next time we will consult the weather man.  

����
�


Visiting the Page at 
Stephenson High School 

By Lawrie Mallett 
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Walter Williams High School 
Burlington, NC  

 By Buddy Boyd 

I am excited about having this opportunity to tell you about 
the changes we have made to the organ at Williams. But 
first let me take some time to talk about how we got here 
for those of you who are not familiar with this installation. 
 
Walter M. Williams High School in Burlington was to serve 
as the cultural center for the county. It was equipped with a 
IV/63 Standaart pipe organ. Dedicated by Virgil Fox, per-
formed on by Richard Purvis, and recorded by Reginald 
Foort, the organ served the high school up until 1980. 
Standaart was able to undercut other pipe organ builders 
by recycling pipe work from other churches and theatres. A 
coat of paint was all that was necessary to give a “new” 
appearance to a Wurlitzer Tuba or wood flute. 
 
There were never any funds to keep the organ in repair 
and so when the school modified the auditorium the organ 
had to go. In 1985 with nothing in the remaining chamber 
space, Dr. Paul Abernethy arranged for the installation of a 
hybrid organ that Chet Rataski had assembled in his 
home. This 3/15 became the start of what was planned to 
reach 23 ranks. 
 
Chet had started developing samples of pipe ranks before 
the day of the VTPO (virtual theatre pipe organ). With this 
technology we were able to test what ranks we might want 
to add to the organ. 
                                                          (continued on page 5) 

Old Chamber at Walter Williams High 



 

Concert Fund Circle 2009  
 
PATRON (up to $25)  
Thomas Brooks 
Cheryle Tillery 
 
VIP ($25 to $49) 
Bobby Clark 
Dave Beiri 
Robyn Vandergrift 
Justin Vandergrift 
 
BRONZE ($50 to $99) 
Paul Gelsleichter 
Bobby Ray 
Gary Schwartz 
 
SILVER ($100 to $149) 
Gil Parsons 
Don Macdonald 
 
GOLD ($150 to $200) 
David Nelms 
Brent Wood 
 
Thanks for helping us surpass our 2009 fundraising 
goal,  and have a few dollars to start the 2010 fund. 

With organ CDs in hand, the audio system turned UP, 
and a tank full of gas, my Thanksgiving Day was 
spent on the road to the Alabama Jubilee 2009 in Bir-
mingham, the Regional ATOS Convention.   As I trav-
eled the highway, I realized I had become an Organ 
Convention junkie. I attended my first convention in 
Indianapolis in 2008. I was a newbie to these events 
and met a lot of great people,  ended up attending the 
2008 Regional in Phoenix (my old stomping grounds) 
and last year’s in Cleveland Ohio.  I am definitely 
hooked!!   
 
I arrived at the  Doubletree Hotel about 4pm, and 
checked in.  Registration started at 6:30 and I picked 
up my registration packet for the weekend.  WOW 
what a weekend this is going to be. 
 
The Organ: 
The Alabama Theatre Organ is Wurlitzer Opus 1783.  
Jesse Crawford laid out its design for use in deluxe 
venues for Publix Theatres.  The basic design is 4 
manuals, 20 ranks, 8 sets of  tuned percussion units, 
and all the sounds effects needed to accompany si-
lent movies. Eight addition ranks have been added to 
expand the tonal capabilities to 28 ranks (2008 
pipes).   
 
The Theatre: 
The Alabama Theatre was built in 1927 by Paramount 
Studios as a showcase for Paramount films.  It was 
used primarily as a movie palace for 55 years, with 
the exception of the Miss Alabama Pageant, and the 
weekly Mickey Mouse Club (yes I remember MM).  In 
1987 the theatre declared bankruptcy and was pur-
chased by Birmingham Landmarks Inc., a non-profit 
corporation.  In 1998 the theatre underwent a com-
plete renovation from front to back, and  now hosts 
over 300 events, attended by over a half million Bir-
mingham area residents.  All historical information 
was adapted from the convention booklet and the 
internet. 
 
And now on with the show: 
 
During registration on Friday, I met and chatted with 
acquaintances from all over the country.  Gary Max-
son from Pennsylvania,  Simon Gledhill from across 
the pond, Ken Double ATOS CEO,  Elbert and 
Wanda Fields,  Larry Davis and John McCall from 
Atlanta. What a fantastic bunch of people, these 
Theatre Organ nuts!!   
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Alabama Jubilee 2009   
By Brent Wood 

(Jubilee  continued) 
 
At 8pm that evening, Simon Gledhill performed the opening 
event at the convention.  Simon, as usual will blow your 
socks off and he did not disappoint the audience.  (I took 
several pair of socks for each event just in case).   
 
Bright and early Saturday morning 10am (its was 8am in 
Phoenix for the first concert on Saturday),  back to the Ala-
bama Theatre  for a concert by ATOS President and CEO  
Ken Double.  A man of many talents, from emcee to sports 
broadcaster, played Big Bertha like he was visiting with an 
old friend.      
 
After lunch we headed to the Cathedral Church of the Ad-
vent for a concert by Stephen Ball. Stephen performed at 
the Greib-Williams Organ built by Moller in1988.  It is a 4 
manuals, draw knob console, which plays 6056 pipes.   Ste-
ven is the staff organist at the Michigan Theatre in Ann Ar-
bor. 
 
                            (continued on page 5) 



 

President: Brent Wood 
brentwoodnc@hotmail.com 
Phone  704-596-9790 
 
Vice President: Don Macdonald 
donewan@aol.com 
704-552-2690 
 
Secretary: Gil Parsons 
gparsons4@carolina.rr.com 
704-786-5592 
 
Treasurer: Paul Gelsleichter 
prgmanco@bellsouth.net 
704-502-4545 
 
Board Member: Tom Brooks 
704-309-5258 
brookstw@carolina.rr.com 
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(Jubilee  continued from page 5) 
 
Promptly at 8pm Friday night,  Jim Riggs was wel-
comed with a round of applause from the conven-
tion attendees. Jim is Artist in Residence for Wich-
ita Theatre Organ Inc.  
 
At 9:30 the next morning Ken Double conducted 
an interview with Michael Barone,  Michael Bar-
one's Program is broadcast across the country on 
Public Radio Stations as well as the internet. It is 
heard here on WDAV Check it out. 
 
A member of the Trio Con Brio, Donna Parker en-
tertained us Saturday afternoon at the Alabama 
Theatre. Donna is a regular entertainer at the Or-
gan Stop Pizza in Phoenix.  Donna, with Jonas 
Nordwall and Martin Ellis form the Trio Con Brio.   
 
Our final treat for the weekend was Mark Herman,  
who won the ATOS Young Theatre Organist Com-
petition in 2004.  Another fabulous concert,  keep 
those talented youngsters interested in the Theatre 
Organ. 
 
The instrument’s knick name is  Big Bertha,  and 
she is  Wurlitzer Unit Orchestra, Opus 1783, Publix 
1 (285 stops, 85 pistons, 2117 pipes) and she 
reigns at the Alabama Theatre in Birmingham!!!  
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(Walter Williams continued from page 3) 
 
It has always been our goal to replace the speakers with real 
pipes and other instruments. Ron Rhode told us he was sell-
ing off some chest work we took them off of his hands. Some 
of them were rebuilt with Perflex which you are best off just 
making all new pneumatics and not trying to recover those 
parts. Mac Abernethy undertook rebuilding the 12 ranks of 
Wurlitzer chest that replaced the 7 ranks of mixed chest 
work. 
 So far with the original 7 ranks we have added a 
second Vox and Tibia, and a French Horn into the Main 
Chamber.  We have relocated the toy counter to the second 
Solo chamber along with the 16 foot Violone. We also are 
preparing to install a Wurlitzer 16’ Wood Diaphone in the 
second Solo Chamber. 
 
We rebuilt both of the blowers which feed each side of the 
auditorium.  During all this time we have worked around 
keeping enough of the organ operational so that it could sup-
port the Graduation ceremonies each year. 
 
If you want to read more, see photos and hear all of the 
PTOS organs I invite you to visit us at: http://piedmont-
theatre-organ-soc.org/ 
 
And for any questions or comments please contact me at: 
tarfun@comcast.net  
 

New Chamber at Walter Williams High 
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Message from the President:  
 
Again, I would like thank everyone who made our 20th 
Anniversary such a successful event, and an extra  
thanks to the Concert Fund 2009 members. 
 
Over the past year we have lost members and dear 
friends, but life goes and we must look toward the up-
coming years and how we can inform the public of our 
passion,  The Theatre Organ.  
 
On a personal note, I would like to welcome our new 
members to the club, and thank those individuals for 
contributing articles to our newsletter.  It makes my job 
a lot easier ( I was not good in Creative Writing in high 
school).  Please continue sending articles, it gives the 
newsletter a variety of viewpoints and interesting read-
ing.  One last thing for the year, HAVE A HAPPY HOL-
DAY.    
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Visit our new website at  
www.mtosnc.org  

Taking MTOS into the 21st Century !!   

MTOS Membership Renewal / Application 2010 
 
Name __________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________ 
 
City ______________________ State _____________ Zip ________ 
 
 
 
Yearly club dues ($20) will be due and payable by January 31, 2010.  Please make check payable to MTOS, and 
send this to Paul Gelsleichter,  4815 Autumn Leaf Lane. Charlotte, NC 28277.  A return envelope is enclosed in 
this mailing.     

New members joining MTOS 
 

Michael Munday 
 

Cheryle Tillery 
 

Justin & Robyn Vandergrift 
 

Bob Raymond 
 

Gary & Betty Schwartz 
 

David Nelms   
 

Evelyn Boone 
 
 

Don’t forget the Christmas Party 
Dec 12th, 1pm at Brent’s.  

Check www.mtosnc.org for further details. 


