
Rosemary & I wish to thank all of you who came to 
our festivities on Saturday.  And especially those 
who brought a dish, tables, chairs, music, drinks, 
good-will, etc., etc.  We have been looking forward 
to doing something like this for a number of years, 
but there was always an excuse,   The main one 
was that  "people would not travel that far". Satur-
day proved that wrong!   We know there was an-
other attraction up the mountain, but I think that 
both events complimented each other.  �

Rosemary & Laurie Say Thanks ! 
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Welcome to the board’s first issue of the MTOS news-
letter. We know the quality is not what you’re use to 
but we felt that since the newsletter is six months late, 
information was more important than looks.  Please 
excuse the problems were having with our first effort.   

We have no plans for using the heavy paper used 
before because we think we can produce a good 
newsletter without the cost of heavy paper. We will 
strive to improve the quality as we gain confidence in 
doing the best job we can. All suggestions on how we 
can improve will be appreciated.     
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We both enjoyed meeting Scott again after many 
years (we knew him when he resided in Detroit).  
Thanks to John and Michael for bringing him to our 
house, and also arranging the "other attraction" in 
Mills River.  

Brent and Paul did a wonderful job arranging 
things from Charlotte.  And we would like to say 
that without them the event would not have taken 
place.  Riverwind has decided not to sue us for 
making our patch of grass into the largest parking 
lot ever, and some of the neighbors are back talk-
ing to us. If we are still around in a little while , I 
hope we can do this all again.  

Again many thanks for coming,  

Lawrie and Rosemary 

See you at the next meeting.  
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 See last page for answer 



Paul G. and myself ventured to  Phoenix 
AZ. last Nov 28-30, 2008  for the Desert 
Winds Convention sponsored by The 
Valley of the Sun Chapter.  Eight con-
certs were planned for the three day 
event.  Busy, busy, busy!!!     

Our special Master of Ceremonies was 
Lyn Larsen.  Our MC introduced Ron 
Rhode, Chris Gorsuch, Chris Elliot, Jerry 
Nagano, Jelani Eddington, Ken Double, 
Lew Williams, Donna Parker, and Alan 
De Puy. 

The main instrument for the event was 
the Wurlitzer 3/30 which was restored 
during the 1990s at the Orpheum Thea-
tre, three blocks from the hotel.  

 

Day1: Registration, Ron Rhode concert, 
followed that evening by Chis Gorsuch. 
Both concerts were at the Orpheum. 

Day2: Jerry Nagano (8 am concert 
eek!!),  followed by Chris Elliot at 10, and 
our third concert was at the Adrian Phil-
lips residence by Jelani Eddington.  The 
Adrian Phillips Music Studio houses a  5-
manual 106-rank symphonic-theatre or-
gan.  Our last concert was at the Trinity 
Cathedral with Alan De Puy as guest 
artist. 

Day3:  If you survived Day2 we ventured 
to The Organ Stop Pizza in Mesa, where 
we heard Donna Parker and Lew Wil-
liams play the fabulous Wurlitzer 4 man-
ual, 75 rank  organ.  

By Brent W.   
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The Orpheum Theatre was 
built in 1929  in the Spanish 
Baroque Revival style  at a 
cost $750,000.  The theatre 
was sold to Paramount mov-
ies in 1949 and then again in 
1968 to James Nederlander.  
 
The City of Phoenix pur-
chased the site in 1984, and 
in 1985 was  listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. The Orpheum be-
came a non-profit organiza-
tion in 1989 and a 4-phase, 
$14 million renovation was 
started. Opening night was 
January 28, 1997 with Carol 
Channing in Hello Dolly,     



For our February meeting our Presi-
dent Brent Wood invited us to his 
home in North Charlotte for what he 
termed a “light lunch” and some great 
music.  
 
Member Martin Bowling drove up 
from Murrell’s Inlet, SC to be the fea-
tured artist. Since Martin was invited 
to stay with Brent he had a day or so 
to change some of the presets. I 
thought it was a different instrument. 
Sounds emanated from that organ 
which I never heard before. I espe-
cially enjoyed hearing some reeds 
and percussion which I never knew 
existed. The artists following Martin 
asked if they could use the new pre-
sets too! Thanks Martin for your mu-
sic and technical assistance. 
 
Brent announced from the console 
that Martin would entertain us as we 
went through the buffet line and then 
we would be entertained by some of 
our other playing members. Charlie 

Clayton become so excited he 
began dancing to Martin’s music. 
The food was great and more 
than a light lunch. It started with 
slices of Honey Baked Ham, fol-
lowed by broccoli and cheese and 
green bean casseroles. There 
were scalloped potatoes, salads 
and at least 3 kinds of pie for des-
sert. Brent seemed to have plenty 
of our favorite beverages to wash 
it all down 
 
Martin’s enjoyable time at the 
console was followed by a couple 
of duets featuring our host at the 
piano and Martin on the organ. 
Don Macdonald and Lawrie Mal-
lett followed with short programs 
of their own. Raleigh member Jim 
Laing sat in on the piano for a 
couple of duets. I think I recall 
Frank Dunhuber playing a num-
ber. 
 

It was great to have attendance 
by some of our Raleigh area 
members. It was good to finally 
meet Frank Dunhuber. I felt I 
knew him through emails and 
phone calls but you can’t beat 
meeting him in person. 
 
Murray Bubar and Jim Laing 
were there. I have corresponded 
with them too but we never met. 
I was unable to attend their 
great meeting with the Raleigh 
Organ Club. Jim seems at home 
on any instrument. I wish we 
had more time to visit with the 
eastern contingent. 
 
Thanks Brent for opening your 
home to us and sharing your 
instrument and music! Let’s do it 
again. 
 
By Paul G. 
. 

Again please RSVP to Gil as mentioned 
before.  We need to know exactly how 
many will be attending so we can provide 
ample seating and refreshments.  Please 
use the entrance to the music room on 
the back side of the house 

Our guest artist for our 20th Anniversary 
will be the renowned Theatre Organ Art-
ist, and President of the National Ameri-
can Theatre Organ Society. 

      Ken Double 
�

�

Our 20th Anniversary is approaching 
fast !!!   For those members who plan on 
attending Friday night’s dinner/ open 
console and Meet the Artist, e-mail Gil  
at  gparsons4@carolina.rr.com, or call 
him at 704-786-5592 with your RSVP.  
Please send or call your  RSVP  to Gil no 
later then Tuesday September 8.  Dinner 
will be served at 6pm and open console 
will start approximately 7:30.  Please use 
the front entrance  when arriving for Fri-
day’s event.  For those planning to at-
tend the concert on Saturday , the con-
cert will start promptly at 2:00pm. Soft 
drinks will be available at intermission. 
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President: Brent Wood 
brentwoodnc@hotmail.com 
Phone  704-596-9790 
 
Vice President: John Apple  
john@michaelsmusicservice.com 
Phone: 704-567-1066 
 
Secretary: Gil Parsons 
gparsons4@carolina.rr.com 
704-786-5592 
 
Treasurer: Paul Gelsleichter 
prgmanco@bellsouth.net 
704-502-4545 
 
Board Member: Tom Brooks 
704-309-5258 
brookstw@carolina.rr.com 

  
These are the board’s goals: 

· The board wants to have a newsletter no less than once a quarter.   
 
· Have one member of the board review and approve the contents, no  

matter who publishes the newsletter. 
 
· The board would like to look into ways of making the newsletter shorter, 

better and less costly.  
 
· The board would like one of it’s members to have access to the website 

and monitor it¹s content. 
 
· The board wants to change the correspondence, membership, and dues 

address to that of the treasurer.  
 
· The board needs access to MTOS@googlegroups. 
 
· The board wants to have more and better meetings.  
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 What is it?   
It’s a new seat for Gil’s Walker 3/56.  
You  can try it out at the open console 
during our 20th Anniversary celebration.  


